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As we end another fall semester at East Carolina University, the staff of the ECU Police Department would like to share with you some of the significant events associated with our involvement with the campus community during the past year.
In May 2010, East Carolina University, along with other local emergency management agencies, conducted a full-scale emergency planning drill at a residence hall on the west end of main campus.   The drill included an active shooter and hostage situation.  This drill served as a training exercise and collaborative effort between different departments at East Carolina University, including the ECU Police Department.  Also, it gave ECU Police an opportunity to train with other law enforcement and emergency management agencies, such as Greenville Police, Pitt County Sheriff’s Department, Greenville Fire-Rescue, and NC Highway Patrol.
In July 2010, ECU Police Department rolled out their Facebook site.  This site was created to network with students, staff, faculty and the others on community involvement efforts.  Another area in which Facebook is being utilized is to keep the community abreast of crimes and solicit information that can be utilized to solve criminal cases.  
The greatest problem that our campus community faced during this year involved the crime of larceny.  Larceny of property remains the number one crime for our campus community and a concentrated effort is continually made to educate the students, faculty and staff, both on and off campus, regarding the need to secure their personal property.  Educational programs, including Operation ID, throughout the year focused on crime prevention and community involvement. 
The Crime Prevention Section and numerous patrol officers participated in the National Night Out event held on Greenville’s Town Commons, hosted by the Greenville Police Department.  The annual ECU Pirate Palooza at Dowdy Ficklen Stadium welcomed the incoming freshmen and transfer students into the Pirate Nation, with thousands of students participating in the organized activities. This year brought a new tradition with the implementation of Pirate Safety Day.  This was held on the brickyard of Mendenhall Student Center and featured several booths with safety and security information.  It included a controlled burning of mocked dorm rooms showing the difference between a room with a sprinkler system and without a sprinkler system.   The Bat Mobile was again utilized to educate the students on the effects of drinking and driving.  Rapid Deployment Training continued to be a multi-agency effort with the Greenville, Pitt County Memorial Hospital, and Pitt Community College Police Departments.  Rape Aggression Defense Systems (RAD) continues to be a popular course.  This course was offered on both main campus and on the Health Sciences Campus.
During the September National Campus Safety Awareness Month, numerous presentations and special events were conducted to inform the university population regarding crime prevention tips and the services coordinated through the Victim Advocate and the off campus agencies of the city and county.  The movie, “A Life Interrupted” and a following presentation by Debbie and John Smith, addressed rape and the healing process faced by victims of the crime. This event was attended by hundreds of students in Hendrix Theater.   ECU welcomed “Little Horatio” who is a canine domestic violence victim due to shielding his owner from becoming a victim.   Another new program featured an SBI Arson Investigator who presented information about the Ocean Isle fire that claimed the lives of several South Carolina college students and the dangers of alcohol abuse.  The annual Take Back the Night March and Walk a Mile in Her Shoes, with over 100 female and male participants, focused attention on sexual assault.
The members of the ECU Police Department continually strive to enhance our collaborative efforts with the ECU community and welcome any feedback and suggestions.
