HOT TOPIC 11

FUND RAISING
As the saying goes, "Money makes the world go 'round," and, at some point, there may be a need for your organization to raise money to assist with your events.  Student organizations, which are registered with the Student Activities Center, may engage in fund raising activities if approved by the organization's Advisor and the Student Activities Center.  There are several rules and policies of which you should be aware.
GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS
- All sales conducted on campus shall conform to university policies and North Carolina, Pitt County, and

  Greenville ordinances and laws.

- There shall be no sales that are in conflict with or which violate a university contract with existing campus

   agencies except by special permission of the director of such agencies.

- It shall be the responsibility of the organization to monitor, clean up, and remove all materials at the site of the

  sale when the sale is concluded.

- Violations of the rules, regulations, procedures, and any other university policies concerning sales may result in

   a loss of such privileges or other measures as deemed appropriate.

PROCEDURES
- University-registered student organizations wishing to petition for sales can obtain the necessary forms and copies

  of rules and regulations by visiting www.at.ecu.edu/res/. 

- The forms must be completed and all necessary electronic signatures obtained.

OFF-CAMPUS SALES
- To sell or solicit in Greenville, the organization shall write a letter to the city manager, explaining the nature and  

  purpose of the project and where the monies will go.  The city manager will then approve or disapprove the project.

ON-CAMPUS SALES
- Only university-registered organizations (departments, clubs, committees, etc.) will be allowed to sell articles on the campus of East Carolina University.  These organizations may sell items provided there is no conflict with university-operated or contracted sales.  Student organizations needing assistance or advisement concerning solicitation should be directed to the Student Activities Center.  All other inquiries should be directed to the office of the Assistant Vice Chancellor for Student Experiences.  Articles which can be sold are as follows:


-Works of art - paintings, ceramics, sculpture, prints, photographs, and other articles that are of 


     fine-art character and are made by organization members;


-Home baked goods, i.e., pies, cookies, brownies, candies, and similar food items prepared by the 

                   organization;


-Flowers or balloon arrangements (for special occasions);


-T-shirts designed and printed with the respective logo of the student group.  These shirts may be sold only 

                   within the University unit.  Profits must go into the student organization treasury.

RAFFLES/DRAWINGS

- A raffle is a game in which a prize is won by a random drawing of a name or number of someone purchasing the 

  chance.

- Nonprofit student organizations or associations may conduct raffles on the ECU campus provided these raffles are   

  conducted in compliance with North Carolina General Statutes section 14-309.15.

- A student group/organization is not automatically a nonprofit entity nor does it fit under the umbrella of the

  university’s nonprofit status.  The organization must be recognized by the North Carolina Department of Revenue    

  as tax-exempt.  This can be accomplished provided the organization’s constitution and/or bylaws state: (a) the   

  organization’s purpose, (b) that no part of the net earnings of the organization or association shall inure to the 

  benefit of, or be distributable to, its members, officers, or other persons, and (c) that upon dissolution, the assets of 

  the student organization shall be turned over to one or more organizations which are similarly exempt as nonprofit.

- Once approved by the NC Secretary of State as being recognized as a nonprofit organization, the NCDOR will 

  contact the entity and request the additional information necessary for tax exempt status: a copy of the approval 

  from the NC Secretary of State, a copy of the bylaws, information on how money will be raised, the type of 

  nonprofit it is and a request for some information as to what the entity does.

- A letter from the North Carolina Department of Revenue proving nonprofit status must be on file in the 

  Student Activities Center prior to the approval of any raffle.

- Once an organization is recognized as a nonprofit organization, the student group is limited to two raffles per year.  

  The maximum cash prize offered or paid for any one raffle is $5,000.00 and, if merchandise is used as a prize, the 

  maximum fair market value of that prize may not exceed $25,000.00.  No real property may be offered as a prize in 

  a raffle.

- Any person who conducts a raffle in violation of the NC general statutes shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.

SALES LOCATIONS

- All door-to-door sales are prohibited.
- Works of art may be sold in gallery areas on campus and in special outdoor show sites.

- Pies, cookies, brownies, candies, and similar food items prepared by the organization may be sold outside the lobby of the Student Store or in the designated areas of the residence halls.

- Flowers and balloon arrangements may be sold outside the lobby of the Student Store.

- Any sales or solicitation in Mendenhall Student Center must be in accord with policies of the student center.

- Any sales or solicitation in University Residence Halls must be in accord with policies of University Housing 

  Services (see below).

- Any sales or solicitation in University Dining Facilities must be in accord with policies of Campus Dining 

  Services.

- Any sale of books at author signing events must be in accordance with the policy of Dowdy Student Store.

RESIDENCE HALLS
University policy does not permit any person, organization, or agency to solicit, conduct business, or raise funds in the residence halls, except as follows:

-The Residence Hall Association and the Residence Hall Council may generate funds in the residence halls for programming activities consistent with their purpose.

- Other organizations, duly registered with the Student Activities Center, may generate funds for programming activities consistent with their stated purpose.

-All organizations must meet the following conditions:

1. Written permission shall be obtained from the coordinator of the specific residence hall. All appeals shall be heard by the Director of Campus Living. Their decision shall be final.

2. Sales may occur only within the designated areas of the hall.  There shall be no door-to-door solicitation.
Goods or services offered for sale shall be approved by the residence hall coordinator.

3. Foodstuffs offered for sale may not be prepared at the place of the sale and shall comply with all applicable health code standards.
4. The organization shall agree to be responsible for any damage to university property or facilities as a result of the sales activity.  The organization shall also remove any and all refuse or waste that resulted directly or indirectly from the sales activity.

5. For a list of articles which may be sold in the residence halls, contact Campus Living at 328-4663.
- Students are not permitted to use their rooms to conduct the sale of products, to have product demonstrations or parties, or to advertise their room number for sales.

This information was excerpted from the East Carolina University Student Handbook. 


$-Arts and Crafts Fair




$-Haunted House

$-Auctions





$-Carnival 

$-Donations





$-Ad/Coupon Book

$-Bake/Candy Sale (Home-baked goods only)




$- Birthday Cake Delivery (Home-made goods only)

$-Car Wash


$-Church Supper

$-Club Exhibitions

$-Commercial Sponsorship (Not in conflict w/University agreements – i.e., Pepsi, Aramark, Dowdy  

   Student Stores)

$-Clinics for Community Youth

$-Concessions/Staffing Campus Activities (Athletic events, polling SGA Election Booths/Ushering)

$-Dinner Sales

$-Garage Sales

$-Guest Speakers

$-Rent-a-Student (window washing, baby-sitting, painting, etc.)

$-Button Sales (To be sold to students within the organization only.  Not for competition)

$-Entry Fees from Contests/Tournaments

$-Ads in Programs

$-Writing to companies, “Donations from Friends of…”

$-Membership Dues

$-Balloon Sales

$---a-Thons 


bike-a-thon (pledges for number of miles/laps ridden)


bowl-a-thon (pledges for number of pins knocked down)


dance-a-thon (pledges for number of minutes/hours danced)


jog-a-thon (pledges for number of miles/laps jogged)


rock-a-thon (pledges for number of hours in rocking chair)


skate-a-thon (pledges for number of hours/laps ice or roller skated)


swim-a-thon (pledges for number of laps swam)


walk-a-thon (pledges for number of miles/laps walked)

$-Drawings (tickets must be available by donation and not for sale.  See Solicitation Policies  

   concerning drawings)

$-Casino/Bingo Night (playing cards must be available by donation and not for sale.  See Solicitation   

   Policies concerning these events)

***Some fund raising efforts may be restricted due to university/state rules/regulations. Failure to obtain clear and proper approval for fund raising efforts can lead to legal implications.  Please refer to the Student Handbook for policies and procedures for sales and solicitation on campus.

