T.R.I.P.S. 2012: Costa Rica


What is T.R.I.P.S.
Turning Responsibility into Powerful Service (T.R.I.P.S.) is a student-led program within the VSLC. The program began in response to Hurricane Katrina and the disaster relief work that was needed along the Gulf Coast.
The T.R.I.P.S. program centers on providing ECU students with the opportunity to engage in meaningful service work during Fall, Spring, Summer, or Winter Break. While the type of service work may vary, the program is designed to introduce students to disaster relief service efforts.
Student Learning Objectives
1. Involvement with service will make him/her aware of community needs.
2. Service experiences will challenge him/her to think about social issues.
3. Expose him/her to working with people who are difference from himself/herself.
Service experiences will help him/her understand self and personal values.

Costa Rica Trip Information:
Location: Tortuguero, Costa Rica
Service Sites Arranged by: Community Collaborations (http://communitycollaborations.org/home)
Payments:
1. Before December 9, 2011: $25 deposit (participants applying after Dec. 9 should include this in their first payment)
2. December 9: $300
3. January 15: Total cost of air fare (estimated at $500-700)
4. February 15: $700
Payments include round trip airfare, meals in Costa Rica, lodging, ground transportation, a bilingual guide and fees. Incremental payments are refundable up to and on each due date (i.e. deposits are refundable until December 9, 2011; January payments are refundable until January 15, 2012. No refunds will be given for payment increments after their due date). These payments do not include exit fees, passport, immunizations (Typhoid, Hep A and B and Malaria), bag check fees, etc.
Trip Leaders:
· Sarah Vogan (Student Leader)
· Paige Slater (Student Leader)
· Jessica Gagne Cloutier (University Representative)

How to apply:
Submit a T.R.I.P.S. application to Jessica Gagne Cloutier in the Volunteer and Service-Learning Center. Participant spots are filled on a first-come, first-served basis; if there is space on your desired trip, you will be instructed to bring a $25 deposit to Mendenhall 204 to hold your spot. Applications are available online at: http://www.ecu.edu/cs-studentlife/volunteer/service-trips.cfm 


FAQs:
How many people can attend the Costa Rica trip? 
The Costa Rica trip will have 1 university representative, 2 student leaders, and up to 12 student participants. 

Can I participate in the Costa Rica trip if I have personal health concerns?
You should be in good health if you plan to attend this or any service trip.  If you have specific medical conditions, plan to become pregnant, or will be in recovery from an illness or procedure during our travel dates, please speak with Jessica Gagne Cloutier and or/a medical professional to determine whether you can safely participate in the service activities planned. The VSLC will make reasonable accommodations to include any student who wishes to participate.

What service will we do in Costa Rica? The majority of the service will take place at the Moin Sea Turtle Station. Service at that site may include nest watch, and sustainable development work. Additional activities may include construction of a playground in a nearby city. Participants will receive onsite training, and be supervised during any and all service hours. All tools will be provided.

How many service hours will I get?
You can expect to volunteer approximately 25-35 hours over the course of your trip. These numbers are subject to change.

What do we do other than service?
During “off” hours, participants will have the opportunity to explore the local community, participate in optional cultural and recreational adventures, and get to know fellow team members. T.R.I.P.S. participants have fed sharks at an aquarium, performed karaoke, kayaked and hiked, shopped, gone bowling and had movie nights. 

What are the sleeping and bathing arrangements?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lodging will be in bunk style rooms at the Moin Sea Turtle Station and in approved hostels on travel days. There will be facilities shower, and meals will be provided. Team members will not have private accommodations.

Can I apply with friends?
T.R.I.P.S. applications are received on a first-come, first-served basis. We will not make exceptions to place friends or partners together.  If you wish to attend a trip with specific individuals, it is recommended that you submit your applications at the same time so appropriate opportunities can be explored.

Is T.R.I.P.S. safe?
T.R.I.P.S. planning staff will take steps to limit risk before, during and after travel. All university representatives, student leaders, and participants are expected to attend relevant training and abide by university/T.R.I.P.S./specific community partner policies. Each trip will also have at least one leader certified in CPR/First Aid. All participants are covered under the VSLC’s liability insurance policy free of charge.
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