T.R.I.P.S. 2012: The Info


What is T.R.I.P.S.
Turning Responsibility into Powerful Service (T.R.I.P.S.) is a student-led program within the VSLC. The program began in response to Hurricane Katrina and the disaster relief work that was needed along the Gulf Coast.
The T.R.I.P.S. program centers on providing ECU students with the opportunity to engage in meaningful service work during Fall, Spring, Summer, or Winter Break. While the type of service work may vary, the program is designed to introduce students to disaster relief service efforts.
Student Learning Objectives
1. Involvement with service will make him/her aware of community needs.
2. Service experiences will challenge him/her to think about social issues.
3. Expose him/her to working with people who are difference from himself/herself.
Service experiences will help him/her understand self and personal values.

Where is T.R.I.P.S. going in 2012:
Trip locations for 2012 are still tentative, but here’s what we’re working on:

· Birmingham, Alabama (collaboration w/Columbia College)
Service: Poverty focus

· Ocala, Florida
Service: Ocala National Forest/trail maintenance & general outdoor manual labor

· Carteret County, NC
Service: NC Coastal Federation/ oyster renewal & coastal conservation

· Washington, DC
Service: DC Central Kitchen/Homeless 

· Tacoma, Washington
Service: Habitat For Humanity

· Costa Rica
Service: Ecological/Beaches

How to apply:
Submit a T.R.I.P.S. application to Jessica Gagne Cloutier in the Volunteer and Service-Learning Center. Participant spots are filled on a first-come, first-served basis; if there is space on your desired trip, you will be instructed to bring a $25 deposit to Mendenhall 204 to hold your spot. Deposits are refundable until November 18, 2011. 

FAQs:
How many people can attend each trip? 
Each trip consists of 1 university representative, 2-3 student leaders, and 10-12 student participants. 

How much do trips cost?
Each trip has a different cost—our T.R.I.P.S. prices include transportation, lodging, meals, supervision and incidentals. Prices range from about $200-$1300; international trip costs do not include passport fees, required or recommended vaccinations, etc. 

Can I go on a trip if I have personal health concerns?
[bookmark: _GoBack]You should be in good health if you plan to attend a trip.  If you have specific medical conditions, plan to become pregnant, or will be in recovery from an illness or procedure during our travel dates, please speak with Jessica Gagne Cloutier and or/a medical professional to determine whether you can safely participate in the service activities planned for your desired trip. The VSLC will make reasonable accommodations to include any student who wishes to participate.

How many service hours will I get?
You can expect to volunteer approximately 35-40 hours over the course of your trip. These numbers are subject to change.

What do we do other than service?
During “off” hours, participants will have the opportunity to explore the local community, participate in optional cultural and recreational adventures, and get to know fellow team members. T.R.I.P.S. participants have fed sharks at an aquarium, performed karaoke, kayaked and hiked, shopped, gone bowling and had movie nights. 

What are the sleeping and bathing arrangements?
Sleeping arrangements vary with each trip—in some cases you may camp or crash on a church floor. In other cases you may stay in a bunk style hostel or suite style hotel. Team members will not have private accommodations and will be informed ahead of time if accommodations will be coed.

Can I apply with friends?
T.R.I.P.S. applications are received on a first-come, first-served basis. We will not make exceptions to place friends or partners together.  If you wish to attend a trip with specific individuals, it is recommended that you submit your applications at the same time so appropriate opportunities can be explored.

Is T.R.I.P.S. safe?
T.R.I.P.S. planning staff will take steps to limit risk before, during and after travel. All university representatives, student leaders, and participants are expected to attend relevant training and abide by university/T.R.I.P.S./specific community partner policies. Each trip will also have at least one leader certified in CPR/First Aid. All participants are covered under the VSLC’s liability insurance policy free of charge, and international trip participants will be expected to purchase traveler’s insurance through the UNC system.

For additional information, please contact 
Jessica Gagne Cloutier at 328-1554 or gagnej@ecu.edu.
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