Dr. J.I. Middleton

Engl 3810:  Composition
Final Writing Assignment:  Informative Film Research Paper

Length:  7 pages, including visuals (more writing is fine)

Proposals due:  6/11 by 6:00 p.m.
Extended scene analysis due:  6/15 on discussion board by midnight

Oral Presentations:  6/16 - 6/17 

First Draft of Final Writing due:  6/18 on discussion board by midnight

Completed Peer Editing due in class on 6/22  
Final Draft due:  6/23 in the drop box by 6:00 p.m.
Final Portfolio due:  6/24 by 6:00 p.m. at my office
For this assignment, you will analyze a film that addresses one or more provocative arguments that audiences may view as important social, educational, cultural, technological, or political issues in America today.  We will discuss a few examples of these topics in class.  Your selected film will serve as an introduction to the research topic that you will write about.  You must also analyze different points of view about your argument in your paper, but your thesis will emphasize the significance of your own point of view.  You will need to screen your film at least twice, and you will compare the director’s film commentary to your own arguments.  I will collect your film notes with the final draft of your paper.  Your films for this paper must be taken from the following list:  (1) films we have all seen class for:  Syriana, The Visitor, Babel, Lord of War, Minority Report, or Lions for Lambs; or (2) films that we have not seen in class:   The Great Debaters, The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford, The Reader, or The Namesake. 

 One requirement for this assignment is research.  You must locate and integrate into your paper information from at least three reputable, published sources (articles, newspapers, credible websites, etc.), two of which must be specialized publications, such as journals, monographs, and books.  Your articles must be a minimum of 3-5 pages.  You must also include three film reviews about your film in your paper, and these should not be “counted” as a part of your research, unless --you use substantial article-length reviews (which are also articles) from film journals, such as Cineaste or Film Journal.

An additional requirement of this assignment is writing an extended scene analysis (see the separate assignment sheet for this). 

Your writing project for this assignment should be 7 pages (including your extended scene analysis).  You may choose to use either the MLA or APA formatting style for this paper (see http://owl.english.purdue/owl/resource/557/01 or http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/cite/works_cited.htm as resources for your bibliographic style.

