Dr. J.I. Middleton              Engl. 3810: Advanced Composition
Assignment:  Writing a Proposal for a Film Research Paper

Length:  2-3 pages
Writing a proposal helps students to start thinking seriously about their topic for research.  There are a few questions that each student should discuss in this assignment.  Proposal writing can vary, depending on the subject and the type of class.  The research proposal for our class will include three important sections.  In section one, each student should answer a series of questions about their film and research topic.  For section two, each student should write an introductory paragraph to the research paper.  The introductory paragraph must end with a thesis statement that the writer will use to persuade a specifically identified audience for the final paper.  The thesis statement must include both the title of the film and the topic for research (e.g., Traffic and teen drug use or Syriana and U.S. oil corporations).  For section three, each student should list three reputable sources, in the proper bibliographic style, that support the central argument of the film research paper.

Section One:

(1)  What is the title of your film, and what is the research topic related to your film that you plan to investigate?

(2)  Why did you choose your film and topic?  Try to be very precise in your answer to this question.

(3)  What do you already know about your film and your topic (facts, personal experience, personal observations, former reading and/or research, etc.)?

(4)  What do you expect to learn from your research?  To answer this question, you should make a list of about 8-10 questions about your topic that your research and writing will help you to answer.

Section Two:

Write an introductory paragraph to your paper.  You will probably change it in your final draft, but this early writing will help you to focus on your research topic, your film, and your audience for your paper.  Be very careful about writing a central argument (your thesis statement).  Be sure to post a significant visual from your film or about your research topic in this section of your proposal(it doesn’t have to be a visual from your film, but it must be clearly related to the central argument in your paper).

Section Three:

On a separate sheet, list three sources that you have found to support the central argument in your research paper (use MLA or APA guidelines).  All of these sources must be from professional journals and/or books.  Do not use dictionaries, encyclopedias, or magazines.  Also, use recent sources (works that have been published since 2002).  Citing your sources will help you to avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism can result in failure for your paper and for the class.
