Dr. J.I. Middleton

E-mail:  middletonj@ecu.edu
Engl. 3810:  Online Advanced Composition (WI)   
Required Texts:

Cruisius and Channel.  The Aims of Argument, a brief guide, 6th edition
Selected film reviews of your choice (two for each film)

Costs for movie rentals (or a subscription to Netflix)

This section of advanced composition focuses on writing about film as a rhetorical text.  Students will learn how “to read” films and to think about how films work rhetorically for their audiences; then they will write about them.  Students will write rigorously, and there are numerous informal writing exercises that will help them to develop skills for analyzing and writing about visual rhetoric in film.  The reading assignments in the textbook will help our class to learn how to evaluate thesis statements, select and analyze evidence to support a thesis statement (and topic sentences), organize an essay as appropriate for a given topic or selected audience, and compare written with visual arguments.  In addition, students will learn how to use online and onsite library research, professionally, for the final informative film research assignment.

Each week, students must read a minimum of two different film reviews for each of the assigned film titles (one pro and one con).  These readings will help students to think about what it means to write about a film for a variety of audiences and to develop the skills to think critically and rhetorically about films and images in writing.  I have selected films that are provocative and controversial on contemporary issues.

Film screenings will include:  Juno, Across the Universe, The Visitor, Thank You for Smoking, The Insider, Traffic, Syriana, Babel, Lions for Lambs, Minority Report, The Great Debaters, The Namesake, Children of Men, The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford, Lord of War, The Reader, and Growing Up Online.  There will be no final exam for this class.

A Few Online Class Policies:

E-mails:  Be sure to check your email account each Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday by 6:00 p.m. during this summer class.  If I need to make any class announcements about course documents, grades, discussion board assignments, etc., I will send you an email on one of those days.  I will make every attempt to answer any of your emails and questions promptly, but I do not answer most emails on the weekend (Saturday or Sunday).

Summer Course Schedules:  Before we know it, the end of the term, 6/24/09 will be here.  Taking a summer course requires quite a bit of personal discipline to cover the work that is usually taught in a 14-week semester.  Needless to say, online attendance is really important.  So be sure to post your daily discussion board assignments on time and to plan for plenty of time to screen the films and read the textbook assignments for the class.  In addition, writing assignments must be submitted in shorter periods of time (for example, you will have only 6 days instead of 2 weeks for preparing formal essays).
Writing Assignments:  Essays must be submitted in the digital drop box when they are due.  Late essays and discussion board assignments will be downgraded.   During the summer school session, you will write two big papers—a midterm essay (due on 6/4) and a final essay (due on 6/23).  You will also write several short papers, and some of these will help you to build the big papers.  Your short papers will be:  a research proposal, a short bibliography, an extended scene analysis, and a peer editing response paper for two of your classmates’ papers.  Submit all of these writing assignments in the drop box (DO NOT SEND ME ANY OF YOUR PAPERS AS AN E-MAIL ATTACHMENT).  In addition to your big essays and your short papers, you will also post informal writing assignments on the discussion board in response to textbook reading assignments, the weekly films, and your film reviews.  These will usually be due on Mondays (by midnight) and Thursdays (by midnight).  For all writing assignments, you can always write more than the page requirement, but if you do not meet the full page requirement (or word count), then you will lose points on your assignment grade (this means that you should fill up 5 pages and not submit 4.5 pages for a 5 page paper).
Reading Assignments:  Since this writing class focuses on analyzing film as a rhetorical text, the organization of the class is designed to cover a lot of reading material at the outset.  But then the reading assignments will taper off (by 5/28), and students will screen more films, sometimes 2 films in one week.  Film screenings will end on 6/12, and students will be able to devote the remaining class time to their writing assignments.   I will expect students to continue to practice what they have learned from the initial reading assignments throughout the class, on discussion board assignments, in essays, and for periodic online quizzes.
Film Screening Schedule:  I suggest that you plan to use Fridays and Mondays  for your film screening days (obviously, you’re free to screen films on any day that you wish, but be sure to see the films and read the film reviews in time to post your informal writing about the films each Monday and Thursday).

Online Class Attendance:  Online class discussion board postings "count" toward your grade for this class.  Assignments for the online discussion board are due by the designated time and date.  Your discussions also “count” as informal writing exercises, and I will grade a random sample of them.  It is very important to post writing assignments on time and to produce the required word count (usually 350 words).  More than three late or missing online discussion board assignments will lower your grade for the class.

Film Screenings:  For class film screenings, students are encouraged to take substantial notes.  These notes will be very important to your future writing in the class.  A good habit for taking notes on films is to watch the assigned film with English subtitles.  These can be a good reminder that you are not simply “watching a movie,” but you are “reading a film.”  A few handouts in the course documents will help you to think about how to take good film screening notes.  During your earliest screenings in the class you probably won’t take many film notes (perhaps only a page or two).  But by the end of the class, and especially for the films that you will choose to write about, your screening notes should be lengthier (like 4 pages or more; 20 pages is not unusual after several viewings).  I usually tell students to simply begin this note-taking process by writing down exactly what they are seeing in the film.  Then they can interpret their notes for later analysis.
Sources for Film Reviews:  There are many good sources for film reviews, and perhaps you already have your favorites.  Your reviews for class must be from print or internet sources, not video, audio, or blog sources.  I like Roger Ebert’s film reviews (http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/), A.O. Scott and Manohla Dargis in the New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com), David Denby in the New Yorker (http://www.newyorker.com), and many other writers.  You can also find good reviews in Time, Newsweek, Rolling Stone, Variety, Hollywood Reporter, and multiple film reviews all on one site at http://rottentomatoes.com).  Find extensive film information at http://www.imdb.com (this source is great for information but not for film reviews).  There are also great film journals such as Cineaste, Film Comment, Quarterly Review of Film and Video, and Film Quarterly.  Of course, there are many other sources that you should feel free to explore throughout the summer session.  Be sure to read two film reviews (pro/con) for each of the films that you see in this class and feel free to cite the reviews in your postings and essays.  You may want to collect many of the film reviews at the beginning of the class so that you can familiarize yourself with those film titles that you may want to write about later.
Joyner Online Library:  This resource is always available to find your assigned film reviews.  It will also support other film research that you may need to use for writing your papers.
Course Evaluation:    The grade for the class is:

        online writing assignments                  (40%),

        two peer editing papers                       (10%),

        one short analytical paper  (5-7 pp)   (20%),

 one long paper, including online and library research; two drafts (7 pp)      (30%)

 extra credit:  since ECU does not use a plus/minus grading system, I use extra credit

                         to make final course grade decisions (for example, a B-/C+ can become a B);

                         but extra credit assignments must show significant interest in the course

                         work and not just the final course grade.

Accommodations for Students with Special Needs:  ECU seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students requesting accommodations based on a covered disability must go to the Department of Disability Services, located in Brewster A-114, to verify the disability before any accommodations can occur.  The phone number is 252-328-6799.
ENGL 3810 Online Tentative Course Schedule

Assignments for Week 1-6 
Week 1:

5/19: Reading due:  textbook, chapter one, pp 3-19 

           Writing due:  see discussion board

5/20: Reading due:  textbook, chapter two, pp 21-37

           Writing due:  completed quiz on textbook readings in the drop box by midnight

5/21: Screening due:  PBS film, Growing Up Online (a one hour film)

                                       http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/kidsonline/
           Writing due:  see discussion board

5/22: Screening due:  Juno
           Writing due:  see discussion board
Week 2:

Films as Persuasive Texts- Comparing Visual and Written Arguments
5/25: HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY! No class.
5/26:  Screening due:  Thank You for Smoking and The Great Debaters
           Writing due:  see discussion board assignment

5/27:  Reading due:  textbook, chapter four, pp 59-74; chapter nine, pp 247-49 and p 251, top

           Writing due:  see discussion board assignment

The Rhetoric of Hyperlink Films

5/28:  Reading due:  textbook, chapter 8, pp 227-30, top and ch 10, pp 289-316
                                     Assignment sheet for your Short Essay on Film as a Rhetorical Text
5/29:  Screening due:  Traffic
            Writing due:  see discussion board assignment (including finding film visuals)

Week 3:

6/1:  Screening due:  Syriana and Babel
         Writing due:  see discussion board assignment

6/2:  Reading due: hyperlink film reviews; sample short essay

6/3:  Screening due:  Lions for Lambs
         Writing due:  see discussion board assignment

Informational Film Research Paper or the Interview Writing Assignment
6/4:  Writing due:  Work on short film essay

         Reading due: review textbook, p 19, on the “rhetorical prospectus” (research proposal)

                                  writing assignment sheets for the long paper, the research proposal, and the

                                     extended scene analysis; also, read the editing guides for your peer work

6/5:  Screening due:  Minority Report or Children of Men
          Writing due:  see discussion board; also, the short film paper is due in the drop box
                                      by midnight

Week 4:

6/8:  Screening due:  The Visitor or The Namesake
          Writing due:  none; see discussion board for extra credit
         MIDTERM GRADES WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE ONLINE GRADEBOOK

6/9:   Writing due:  see discussion board  (required)
6/10: Screening due:  Lord of War or The Reader
           Writing due:  none; see discussion board for extra credit
6/11: Extra Credit Screening:  The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford

           Writing due:  see discussion board (required)
6/12: Writing due:  see discussion board (responses to sample scene analysis papers);
                                   Also, work on your own extended scene analysis papers

           End of Class Screenings

Week 5:

6/15: Writing due: extended scene analysis papers
           Post this assignment on the discussion board not in the drop box
6/16: Writing due:  Work on the draft of your final long paper
6/17: Writing due: Draft of Long Paper for peer editing – send to groups--to be announced

6/18: Reading due:  peer editing of two papers
6/19: Writing due:  return editing papers to your group writers
Week 6:

6/22:  Work on your revisions of the final paper
6/23:  Final papers due in digital dropbox

6/24:  All grades will be available online, except for final papers

