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General Questions:

(1) Which film did the writer choose, and what is the topic for research?

(2) Does the essay analyze both the film and the research topic?

(3) What is the thesis statement?  Is the title underlined (it shouldn't be)?

(4) Does the writer represent multiple points of view on the research topic?

(5) How many sources has the writer used in the paper, so far (underline these in the text of the paper)?

(6) Does the writer have a “Works Cited” page that uses the correct style for bibliographies?

(7) Has the writer included at least one image in the paper?

Introduction:

(1) What is your level of interest in the writer’s topic?

(2) Do you agree that the writer’s topic is significant for research?

(3) Do you expect to learn something new or surprising about the film and research topic?  Why or why not?

(4) How long is the introduction—1 paragraph, 2 paragraphs, more?  Does the introduction conclude with an explicit thesis statement—an argument about the film and topic that will be supported with evidence and research?  Is the title of the film incorporated into the thesis statement (it must be)?

(5) Write the thesis statement directly on this editing guide.
(6) After reading the introduction, can you predict what the remainder of the paper will argue?  Do you look forward to reading the rest of the paper?  What kind of argument is it?

(7)   Does the writer cite any film reviews or other film information in the introduction?
(8)   What should the writer do to improve the introduction for the next draft?
Body
(1) Does the body of the paper consistently support the thesis statement?  Explain.
(2) Make a list of three arguments that the writer uses in the body of the paper to support the thesis statement.  Are these based on research?
(3) What kind of evidence does the writer use from the film to support the argument of the paper—quotations, camera shots, dialogue, specific images, etc?

(4) Does the writer use quotations from the film?  Do these help to illustrate any of the arguments that you listed in #2?

(5) What is the strongest argument in the body of the paper?  What is the weakest argument?

(6) Does the evidence in the body of the paper help you to see the film in a new, challenging, or significant way?  Why or why not?  Have you seen the film?  Are the arguments clear?
(7) Does the body of the paper give a fairly balanced discussion of both the film and the research topic?  Explain.

(8) Is the writer’s image well integrated into the essay and cited on the “Works Cited” page?

(9) What should the writer do to improve the body of the paper for the final draft?

Conclusion
(1) What is the single dominant reaction that you have about the writer’s argument, now that you have finished reading the conclusion of this paper?

(2) What are three ideas for revision that you would like the writer to use in the next draft of the essay?

(3) Add two questions/comments of your own to this list, and answer them.
Technical Questions:

(1) Are all of the titles of the films and books typed with an italics font?

(2) Are all of the pages numbered (except the first page)?

(3) Underline the writer’s thesis statement and all topic sentences.

(4) Does the writer use reputable research to support the argument of the essay—not magazines or blogs, but books and scholarly research (good ethos)?

(5) Did the writer include a separate “Works Cited” page?

(6)   Does the writer have more than 3 typographical, grammar, or surface errors in the paper?

(7)   Are there any incomplete or confusing sentences in the paper?

(7) On a scale of 1-10 (10 as the highest), was the paper easy to follow?

(8) Does the essay have an interesting and witty title?  If not, suggest one.
