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Outer Banks History Center Exhibit Features
Four Hundred Years of Cartography

by Jean Snow
QOuter Banks History Center Associates

Early this year the Outer Banks History Center mounted an
exhibition of cartography of the Outer Banks_ The exhibition,
titled “A Chronology of Outer Banks Cartography, Four
Centuries of Mapmaking,” may be seen throughout this year
at the gallery of the center which is located in Manteo, North
Carolina, adjoining the site of the Elizabeth I1.

The exhibition is made up of forty-seven maps dating from
1584 through 1994, most of them originals and very rare, many
of them of great beauty, and some of great technical interest.
The 1584 map is based on the early explorations of DeSoto
and others and was drawn by one of the greatest mapmakers
of all time, Ortelius. One of the most interesting features of
the exhibit is the possibility for the viewer to compare the past
geography of the Outer Banks with that of today. One may
see evidence of inlets that have closed, changing the entire
aspect of the banks. Many of the current place names are found,
although frequently with variant spellings, even on the oldest

maps. The newest map, a topographical map of the state of
North Carolina, was produced with the most modern
techniques of satellite and computer imaging. In between are
economic maps, technical maps, cultural maps, commercial
maps, and navigational maps for air, land, and sea travel.
U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey maps from the nineteenth
century show accurate delineations of the coastline and led to
the most accurate mapping of the region up to that date. Quality
reproductions of some of the more interesting maps are
available for purchase. This important exhibit may be seen
Monday through Saturday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.

The Outer Banks History Center opened in 1988 as aresult
of the generous 1986 gift of his research library to the state of
Morth Carolina by David Stick, Outer Banks author and
historian. Over 23,000 books, manuscripts, and pamphlets as
well as 650 maps were in the collection at that time. The OBHC
now holds 800 maps, one of thelargest collections in the state.

With its impressive collection of books, materials, and
photographs relating to Outer Banks history, the OBHC is set
up, through the North Carolina Division of Archives and
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Helen Wallis, Scholar and RCRO Adyvisor, 1925-1995

by David B. Quinn
Emeritus, University of Liverpool

On February 7, 1993, Dr Helen Wallis, OBE, F5A, passed
away. The editors of the Roanoke Colonies Research
Newsletter asked her friend and colleague David B. Quinn to
write a remembrance of Dr. Wallis to commemorate the life of
this special person. On May 9, 1995, a special program in
Dr. Wallis’s memory was held at the Royal Geographical
Society in London, “The Globe My World," consisting of
tributes, both written and spoken. If you are interested in
these tributes, please contact Tony Campbell, Map Librarian,
The British Library Great Russell 81., London, WCIB 3DG,
England.

With the death of Helen Wallis, we have lost one of the
outstanding cartographical scholars of her generation. Her
interests and involvements were world-wide, though she was
centered for all her professional career in the Map Room of
the British Museum (latterly the Map Library of the British
Library, of which she was Librarian until her nominal

retirement in 1990). Among her many American interests was
Morth Carolina and especially the Roanoke colonies. This
was nurtured largely through her friendship with Bill and
Betty Cumnming of Davidson, North Carolina. She collaborated
with Bill in several ways and did much to help himorganize
his unsurpassed map collection in North Carolina and
catalogued it after his death, when it became the Cumming
Collection of Davidson College.

Her interest in Roanoke began when she concerned herself
with the Harriot-White maps of 1585 when Paul Hulton and 1
were working on The American Drawings of John White from
1958 to 1964, and was focused more specifically in the Map
Room's association with the British Museum's “Hakluyt and
Raleigh” exhibition of 1968, to which the Map Room
contributed a number of items. She also interested herself in
the preparation of the map for my The Roanoke Woyages which
came out in 1955, later on becoming a member of the Harriot
Seminar after its creation in 1969 down to its meeting in
Cambridge in May 1994. It was, however, during the
quatercentenary celebrations of the Roanoke Voyages in the
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