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From Richard Hakluyt to Corolla’s Wild Horses:
Recent Roanoke Colonization-Related Works

Several new books and articles about the Roanoke Island
colonization efforts of the 1580s have recently appeared. First,
however, an important 1993 article from the North Carolina
Historical Review, Susan Schmidt Homing’s “The Power of
Image: Promotional Literature and Its Changing Role in the
Settlement of Early Carolina™ (70 [1993]: 365-400) missed
being mentioned in earlier newsletters. Homing argues that
the promotional literature surrounding the 1580s Roanoke
colonization ventures indirectly but significantly influenced
the settlement of North Carolina in the seventeenth century.
She discusses the writings of Thomas Hariot and the two
Richard Hakluyts as well as the paintings of John White.
Two collections of essays also include pieces with
Roanoke colonization connections. David B. Quinn’s essay
“European Perceptions of American Ecology, 1492-1612"
appears in Visions of America Since 1492, edited by Deborah
L. Masden ([New York: St. Martin’s, 1994], 3-22). Quinn’s
essay explores the relationship between early European writers
about the Americas and the modern idea of ecology. Quinn
concludes that while no Europeans who recorded their
experiences in the New World had a truly modern ecological
outlook, many had some awareness of the native peoples and
the namral world they were encountering. Quinn makes special

The Lost Colony Found?:

mention of John White and his drawings, noting that these
works may be the closest of any to being ecological in the
modern sense.

The collection of essays The Forgorten Centuries: Indians
and Europeans in the American South, 1521-1704 includes
Helen C. Rountree and Randolph E. Turner, 1II°s article “On
the Fringe of the Southeast: The Powhatan Paramount
Chiefdom in Virginia” (ed. Charles Hudson and Carmen
Chaves Tesser [Athens: U of Georgia P, 1994], 355-72).
Though mainly about the Powhatans of Virginia, the article
includes specific mentions of Carolina Algonquian settlements,
the 1580s Roanoke voyages, and the connection of the
Chesepians of the Norfolk, Virginia, area to both the other
Carolina Algonguians and to the Powhatans.

A new book on the Lumbee Indian/Lost Colony™
connection has also appeared, William L. MacDougall's The
Search for Virginia Dare (Rockville, MD: Kabel, 1995).
MacDougall's book is an overview of the arguments for the
theory that the “Lost Colonists™ went to Croatan, where English
and Croatan culture intermixed, and that this blended society
became the ancestors of the present-day Lumbee Indians.

While not an academic work, but rather a travel guide,
Daniel W. Barefoot’s Touring the Backroads of North
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A Southern Life: Letters of Paul Green, 1916-1981 and Paul Green’s Celebration of Man

by Krystal Messer
Roanoke Colonies Research Office

Are you searching for the “Lost Colony™? Well, search no
further. The Lost Colony, Paul Green's play that 15, can be
found in a recent intriguing and vastly informative collection
entitled A Southern Life: Letters of Paul Green, 1916-1981
{Chapel Hill: U of North Carolina P, 1994). Editor Laurence
G. Avery does a creditable job of sorting through Green’s
mountains of correspondence, organizing the letters into clear
and concise chapters. You will not find a large amount of
actual historical information concerning the “Lost Colony,”
but you will find a detailed explanation of the development
and design of Green’s plays, particularly The Lost Colony.
Everything you need to know about the first and perhaps
most well known major outdoor drama is revealed through
Green's letters. The Lost Colony is fully documented from its

point of origin to its actual first performance. In fact, Avery
devotes an entire chapter to the play and even includes a
photograph of a performance during the play’s first season.
The letters Avery includes in this chapter reveal Green's
surprised reaction to the success and popularity of The Lost
Colony. Green writes, “Last summer I wrote a musical-
historical drama based on the accounts of Sir Walter Raleigh’s
attempts to settle this country, and to my joy, and somewhat
surprise considering, it turned out to be a great success™ ( 282).
The letters found in The Lost Colony chapiér are useful
for anyone interested in studying the development of the first
outdoor drama, but perhaps more interesting are the
annotations. What may be unclear in the letters the annotations
will make clear. Avery provides extensive details in the
annotations, adding more information to an already informative

and useful collection.
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