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Exciting Archaeological Finds on Hatteras Island

Dr. David Phelps, of the East Carolina University Institute for
Historical and Cultural Research, lead a team of students in
digs on Hatteras Island over spring break the first week of
March. Phelps and his crew found Native American artifacts
at sites in Frisco and Buxton; the Frisco artifacts tentatively
date from the Mount Pleasant cultural phase (300 BC to 800
AD), and the Buxton artifacts tentatively date from the

Raleigh Scholar Agnes Latham
Remembered

by Joyce Youings, University of Exeter

: :% The news of the death, last January,
»& of Miss Agnes Mary Christabel
& Latham will have come as a surprise
to many of her admirers worldwide.
This surely could not be the editor
t of The Poems of Sir Walter Ralegh,
| first published as long ago as 1929,
with later reprints, and still not
superseded. It was indeed, for Agnes
Latham died in Pickering, Yorkshire,
only a few weeks short of her 91st
birthday, and her magnum opus was
published when she was only 24. It was a work of mature and
incisive scholarship, and although some of the poems she
included have since been attributed to other authors, she
shrewdly disarmed potential critics by noting her own
reservations. Her sketch of Raleigh's life which forms part of
her introduction is still worth reading, especially for its style.
It demonstrates, too, not only her understanding of that “lonely
and enigmatic figure™ but also that she shared to the full Sir
Walter's own “guickening spirit.”

Agnes Latham was born in Wakefield, Yorkshire, and
remained a loyal Yorkshire woman all her life. On her mother’s
side she came of a long line of well known organ-builders.
After attending school in her native town she proceeded to
Oxford where she read English Literature at Somerville
College. She took her degree with first class honors in 1926
and plunged at once into research on the great Elizabethan
whose multifarious career was to occupy her, to the virtual
exclusion, except for Shakespeare, of all other writers, to the
end of her working life. For most of the 1930s and until the
end of World War I, so few were the opportunities then open
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Colington cultural phase (800 AD to 1650 AD). The Colington
phase is the name used to describe the Carolina Algonkian
people who lived in the region at the time of the English 1580s
Roanoke colonization ventures.

“This is the most important archaeological site on the
Outer Banks—and one of the most significant in the mid-
Atlantic coastal region,”
Phelps is quoted as saying in
the Virginian-Pilor (5 Mar.
1996: B1).

The Frisco site included
a Hanover cord-marked
pottery shard perhaps 2000-
plus vears old. Indications
are that the Frisco site was
most likely a seasonal
hunting and fishing location.
One important feature of the
Frisco Site is that it will help
demonstrate the amount of
sea level rise over time.

Meanwhile, the Buxton
site 15 a more permanent
village location. It iz in the
same place marked on six-
teenth-century maps as
Croatoan, the capital of the Croatoan chiefdom. The most
famous Croatoan is Manteo, whose mother was queen of the
chiefdom and who traveled to England with Philip Amadas in
1584, along with Wanchese, a Native American from another
chiefdom in the region.

Local support for the digs has been tremendous. Outer
Beaches Realty in Avon donated the use of a cottage for the
crew, and other people have joined in. The Coastland Times
(7 Mar. 1996: Al1+) reports that an intrigued Johnny Conner
of Conner’s Supermarket in Buxton brought the crew lunch
one day. Several local citizens have also begun to form a
research support group, with money already being raised.

In addition to the Hatteras projects, Phelps plans to do
further exploratory testing for artifacts off the north shore of
Roanoke Island, a project begun last July. However, the
Hatteras sites are the most promising. “The potential of the
sites on this island is really amazing for determining how
native people of this area lived,” Phelps is quoted by the
Virginian-Pilor. Hatteras Island, in fact, has more intact
archaeological sites than any of the other barrier islands along
the Outer Banks. Phelps says, “We've been here before. And
we'll definitely be back to dig some more."”







