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Fort Raleigh National Historic Site
Developing Mission Statement

FORT RALEIGH NATIOMAL HISTORIC STTE Gn Ma};l 2|:| and 21, thE
Mational Park Service held a
workshop at the Elizabethan
Gardens in Manteo, North
Carolina, to help formulate
a mission statement for the
Fort Raleigh National
Historic Site. A group of
Park Service employees,
scholars, civic leaders, and
other interested people
developed a draft mission statement for the historic site
and identified issues facing park management.

Though in existence since 1941, Fort Raleigh
Mational Historic Site has never had a general
management plan. With the addition of lands in 1990,
the Park Service site now includes not only the traditional
location of the English attempts in the 1580s to establish
a colony, but also the sites of the Civil War Freedmen's
Colony and Reginald Fessenden's early twentieth-
century radio experiments.

With these new additions in mind, the workshop
identified several areas of significance that indicate Fort
Raleigh National Historic Site’s special nature. Included
was that Fort Raleigh National Historic Site is the location
of the earliest English scientific laboratory in what is now
the United States and of the only known archaeological
remains associated with the first English colonies in the
MNew World. As the traditional site of the 1580s colonies,
the site commemorates a number of significant events
associated with the first English colony in the New World:
the birth of Virginia Dare; the first English documentation
of native Americans and natural resources in the New
World; and the first extended contact between Native
Americans and the English.

Later significant associations with the site were also
identified. In the nineteenth century, it was the location
of the first officially sanctioned Freedman's Colony during
the Civil War. And in the twentieth century, the site was
the location where Fessenden transmitted the first musical
notes by radic waves and where Paul Green's The Lost
Colony was and continues to be produced—America's first
outdoor symphonic drama, an ongoing and original art
form.

Workshop members identified two special mandates
for the historic site. First, the National Park Service by
agreement with Roanoke Island Historical Association
allows for production of The Lost Colony at the Waterside
Theatre. And, according to the 1990 acquisition bill, “The
Secretary [of the Interior] in consultation with scholarly
and other historic organizations, shall undertake research
on the history and archaeology of the historic site, and
the associated people and events.”

Bringing all of this material together, the workshop
members formulated the following draft mission
statermnent:

Fort Raleigh National Historic Site preserves and

interprets the history and remains of the first attemnpt

See Mission Statement Page 7

Research Notes

DIGGING THE WEAPOMEOCS

by Tom Parramore
Emeritus, Meredith College

It seems not to occur to researchers that the “Croatoan”
and “Cro” signs at Roanoke Island in 1590 directed
John White or other Englishmen to the Croatoans only
for information about the 1587 colony rather than
indicating where the colonists would be found. Given
the meager means of the Croatoans, it is unlikely, in
any case, that they could have entertained the 1587
colony for more than a brief period. (Note, for
example, the Croatoans’ concern in July 1587 lest
White's people “gather or spill any” Croatoan comn,
“for that they had but little” [Quinn 2: 526].) The same
objection applies to Quinn’s conjecture that perhaps
twenty or so 1587 colonists were sent to Croatoan

Island to await White's return from England.
White's colonists told him explicitly in 1587 that
they intended to move “50 miles further up into the
maine” (Quinn 2: 533). They clearly had in mind
neither Croatoan nor Skicoake (reckoned by Lane at
120 miles distant). The only tenable meaning of the
declaration was that they meant to reside with the
accommodating Weapemeoc of Okisko on the north
See Weapemeoc Page 2







