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Thank you Chancellor Ballard.   And, good morning graduates.

As I look out at the anticipation on your faces I can see that most of your minds are already miles and cultures away.  Soon, you’ll be able to get on with your lives – to see how far what you have learned will take you.  
As the Chair of the Faculty, I can tell you that we have watched you grow here at ECU.  We have watched you take on challenges and struggles; we have seen you overcome obstacles; we have tried to encourage you to be your best; and we have secretly cheered you on beneath our sometimes stoic masks of academia. 

The final summation of your scholastic journey, however, will be the result of tests that you create for yourselves – not the tests that we have given you.  

When you leave this place, the mixture of challenges and the freedom to make your own choices will only increase.  It is you who decide which of the values you have learned here will form the foundation upon which you will build your reputation, and world.  

You may think “we’re still learning,” “what we do for the next few years has no real consequence,” “we don’t have the answers to life’s problems.”  But, ask those older and supposedly wiser and you will discover that they too have problems finding the best path.  They only seem wiser because they realize that it is not an individual decision, but the sum of many decisions, that leads to a virtuous future.
Virtue is tested for the individual and for the group.  Consider the recent elections in Ukraine.  It was recent college graduates who stood up and peacefully reshaped the outcome toward the virtuous result of democratic reform.  It is in our hearts and souls; it is stronger than politics; stronger than guns; stronger than rhetoric.  When it comes down to the final result, it is those who choose risk toward what is right who win the admiration and respect of the world.  
We hope you’ll never come face to face with the barrel of a gun; that you’ll never experience the frustration of seeing your ambitions threatened by self-interested politicians.  
But regardless of your place; regardless of your passion; you will all come to a point where the truths of your life come in conflict with the choices others make for you.  
Never forget, it is the virtue of remaining steadfast in your pursuit of the future that will result in your success.  

Congratulations and good luck to you all!
